Wounded Warrior Outdoors. Inc.
By Erica Shatzer

wring a business frip in 2004, fate placed Ron
Raboud, CEQ of The Rabco Corporation, on a
fight that was transporting young weberans Fom
a military hospital to Disney, Raboud was reading an out-
doors magazine when he mealized that many of his felow
passengers were wounded welerans who appaaned 1O e
the same age as his sons. He struck up a conversation with
sovergl soldiers seated near him on the plana, and guickly
learned that mamny of them missed baing out in the wilder-
ness as thelr injuries made hunting and fishing difficult.
Mosed by the injures these vaterans had swestanad
sereing our country, Rabowd decided o start laking
woundsd wels on hunting and fishing tips as a way
o thank them for their sendce and honor his father, a
wounded WWI veteran who had recantly passed away.
“My motivation to found and pursue thes organization is
pwo-fold,” Raboud says. 1 want to honor our woundad
miltary vaterans a5 well as the mamanies of my panents.”

Farming WWO

An avid puldoorsman, Raboud has bean taking annual
hunting trips to British Columbia for over 20 years.
About & decads ago, he and his hunting partner, Deavid
Webnegger, owner of Otier Lake Guide Dutfitters, bagan
making room in their hunting group for one spedial huntar
each year, Prior 1o that fight, the special hunter was usual-
y & young person who was inflictad with a Be-changing or
termingl diness, in 2006, Raboud and Wabnegger bagan
resanving the special hunter spot for a combat-wounded
waberan, Then, in 2009, after working closaly with doctars
at the Walter Reed Ammy Medical Center in Washington,
D.C., to selact a wounded sanica member, the huntars
wing abla to take LS. Marins Blaine Scolt on a speing
baar hunt in Britsh Columbia.

That particular expanence was S0 gratifying for every-
ona imched that Raboud and ‘Wabnegger decided 1o
eziablich the non-profit, charitable organization, Wounded
Warrior Outdoors, Inc. (WWOH, to provide hunting and
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fshing opporiunities 1o wounded U5, and Canadian vatanans, And
in 2010, WWO achieved 501(c)3 status, enabling all contributons
o b b dacuciinig,

The: organization exdsis entirely on corporate sponsorships and
parsonal donations. Some of WWO's sponsors inchede Janus
Imernational, Inside Sel-Storage, and Self Siorage Association,
WWO has algo receved generous donations from Exdra Space
Storage.

WiWO's goal is to maintain a highty cost-effective comporation,
with 100 percent of ks donations. directly banafiting the wounded
valerans i serves. Thersfors, thers iz no paid stalf mamibers o
senics providers, In addition, all office space and adminisirative
parsonnel havwe been donated o the organization. WWO covers all
costs assoctated with its expeditions ko the vats, including airfars,
ground trangportation, licenseas, spacies tags and other fees, food,
lodging, and taxddenry senices.

The Goals

Acconding to the organizations Wab site, wwwiwoundedwiar-
ronoutdoors.com, WWO plans to provide outdoor trips for up to
50 velarans per vear &s funding alows. Gumanthy, four tips are
in the works for this year: a saft waber fishing trig in Flonda for 12
vials im Barch, a spring turkey hunt in Kantucky' for aight veterans
in April, and two bear hunts in British Columibia in May for a total
of 12 vals.

While WWO provides uniqua opportunites and supoort 1o he
winundad welerang 4 takes on s excursions, Rabowd states thal
the organization's main goal is to help the vets gain confidence.
The outings put the veterans back into the amdronment they wene
injured in to rebulld saif-assurance; WWO takes the weerans oul
of thek comforiable routing and challenges tham o reach thesr
personal goals.
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Outdoor Therapy

In order fo find the nght candidates for
the trips, Fabowd works with patent-
advocate representatives at three LS.
rmiitary hospitals: Brooke Amy Medical
Center, Waller Reed Anmy Medical Center,
and Bethesta Maval Hospital, However,
WWO also accepts appications for con-
gidergtion from avy US. or Canadian
malary veleran wihd was wounded in the
line of dhuty,

Once a candhidale has been selected,
WWO works closely with the weleran's
dociors 1o establish therapeulic goals
The crganization shares these goals, but
iz able o address them in a Mo enjoy-
abla amironment than a hospital setting
Mary veterans have both phwsical and
mental challenges (o overcoma dunng
recovery, and WWO's tips complement
their medical interventions. “These frips
can be gesgned o help the velerans
get the eguivalent of three months of the
therapy they'd recene in a hospital set-
ting,” says Raboud,

Each trip Is structured to prosice expe-
rences fallonesd 1o the indiadual needs
of each veteran. For example, a vet with
orthopedic injunes or progthetic legs has
a chance to improve their waking and
balancing skils on uneven temain, which
iz difficuit to replcate In a hospital sat-
ting. Veterans can improve their standing
balance through the act of casting a rod
and resling in thelr catch. For thoso with
vigion problems, using bincculars o scan
the temrain for game halps with hesd and
aye movements. WWO alko oflers the
seranity of the wilderness to senics mem-
bers suflering from post-traumatic stress
dizonder.

Curing the outings, the wounded war-
riors are challenged to be as independant
gz possile. WWO guides wait beldone
provicing assistance o the welerans io
promote independence in a “real world"
seftting. In addition, participating in camp
activities and sharing chores brings aboun
a sense of camaradere amongst the
vaberana.

The end result: The wounded veterans
keave with an improved seff-imape becauss
thesy wera s 10 engane in the actiities
thesy emjoyed before they wens injured

Donate To WWO

In Saptember 2010, WWO launched a
lundraiging campaign callsd “Cing for tha
Trpops,” which encourages saif-siorane
operalors arcund the country to donats
e proceads rom ong ssif-siorage wni
1o Wounded Warrior Ouldoors. Operatons
CAN COMIMIL b0 8 single momh o make it
an ongoing donaton, and can salact a
il ol army e,

“Evary litlle bit helps,” says Mal
Holsinger, president of Professional Sel
Storage Management LLC, who has bean
invoivesd with the organization for about a
wiar, “IUS going o pay off in the kong term
tor thess froops. Ths s 0 much mom
than just &n outdoor g for these guys.
Wene provding them a channe that will
aid in thear recovend” Holsingar, who also
owns Machway Mini Storage in Shiow Low,
Ariz., i donatng the proceads from a
years rental of one S-by-10 unit 1o Eha
causs. In addition, b has begun hanging
peostiers throwghout his facities o ancour
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Helping Hands

age the genaral public to get involed in
tha campaign.

Sedf-storags oparators can enroll thair
faciities in tha "Onea for the Troops® cam-
pargn by wisiting  waessowoundadwar-
rioroutdoors.com o e-mal Ron Raboud
at rordwoundadwamonutdoors. com.

To rakes an individual donation, pleass
visil wawiw woundedwamoroutdoors. com
or sand a chack o

Wiounded Warrior

c'a The First Mational Bank of Mt Dora

PO Box 95

ML Dora, FL 32756-0005

And remamiber; “TNo matter how largs
our donations of ima and monsy may ba,
they pale in comparison fo the donations
our valerans have made o prasansg o

freedom,” Rabouwd says.

Erica Srabrer 5 a freslance wriler
and el based in Holliknyshug
Prnfsyharil
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